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Gardens, (Ridley, in 1905; Deshmukh, in 1921; Furtado, in 
Nov. 1927, known in the vernacular as Kulcu-Ruku hitam, 
and Selaseh besar). 

0. sanctum, Linn. 

Langkawi, (Curtis, n. 2126). Perak, Matang, (Wray, n. 
558, as Selassay). Province Wellesley, Pagar Tras, (Ridley, 
n. 7168); Prai, (Nur, n. 6226). Pahang, Pekan, (Ridley, 
as Selaxa an tan and no. 187); Kuala Tahan, (Seimund, n. 
831). Malacca, Gombeya Bath, (Hervey, Sept. 1890). 
Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, (Ridley, n. 10214); Port Swetten- 
ham, (Burkill, n. 2700). Johore, Pulau Tingii, (Burkill, 
June 1915, as Oku). Singapore, (Hullett, in Nov. 1884 n. 
374; Ridley, in 1903, as Ruku-Ruku); Pulau Ubin, (Furtado, 
n. 18622); Botanic Gardens (Furtado, Nov. 1927, as Selaseh 
hitam and Ruku-Ruku merah). 

O. canum, Sims. 

Langkawi, (Curtis, n. 2492). Perak, Kuala Kangsar, 
(Haniff n. 14930) Singapore, (Hamilton, in Oct. 1926, as 
Kemangi); Botanic Gardens, (Ridley, in Aug: 1898; Furtado, 
in Aug: 1928, as Kemangi). This plant frequently appears 
for sale in the Singapore bazars, as also the white-flowered 
hairy varieties of O. Basilicum, L. known to the Malays as 
the Kemangi. 

O. Basilicum, Linn. 

Penang, Tanjong Tokong, (Curtis, n. 2492); Waterfall 
Gardens (Nur, in Sept. 1918) Selangor, Kuala Lumpur, 
(Ahmat in 1889, as Kemangi). Pahang, Kuala Tembeling, 
(Ridley, in Aug: 1891); Pulau Tiuman, (Henderson, n. 
18428). Malacca, Bukit Panchur, (Alvins, as Ruku-Ruku 
Itam). Singapore, (Ridley, in 1903, as Selasih); Bukit 
Mandai, (Ridley, as Ruku-Ruku); Botanic Gardens, (Fur¬ 
tado, in Nov. 1927, as Selaseh puteh, Selaseh hitam, Pokoh, 
Pokoh-Pokoh hitam, and Kemangi). 

C. X. FURTADO. 

PALAQUIUM STELLATUM, KING & GAMBLE. 

PALAQUIUM STELLATUM, King & Gamble in Journ. 
As. Soc. Bengal LXXIV, pt. II (1905) 198; Ridley in Flor. 
Mai. Pen. II (1923) 277; and H. J. Lam in Bull. Jard. Bot. 
Buitz. VII (1925) 71 and VIII (1927) 402. 

Bassia Watsoni, Ridley l.c. p. 267. 

Madhuca Watsoni (Ridl.) Lam l.c. VII (1925) 179 
and VIII (1927) 462. 

In the Materials for a Flora of the Malayan 
Peninsula, King and Gamble (l.c.) used Scortechini’s speci¬ 
men numbered 1855, from Perak, to found a new species 
which they called Palaquium stellatum. The specific name 
for the plant was suggested by Scortechini himself who 
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thought the hairs on the leaf-nerves were stellate. Having 
probably no occasion to test the accuracy of Scortechini’s 
observations regarding hairs on the leaf nerves, King and 
Gamble retained the specific name suggested by the Schorte- 
chini whom they also held responsible for the description of 
the hairs. A co-type specimen of the number cited by King 
and Gamble is in the Singapore herbarium. It answers to 
the description of the species in all respect except the hairs 
on the leaf-nerves, which are not stellate. In his mono¬ 
graphic work on the sapotaceous plants of the Dutch East 
Indies, the Malay Peninsula and the Philippines, Lam points 
out this error in the description of the hairs on the leaf- 
nerves of P . stellatum, and adds that he has never come 
across a Palaquium species having stellate hairs on leaves 
(Lam, l.c. VII, p. 71). Hitherto P. stellatum was believed 
to occur in the Malay Peninsula only, and to be very rare. 
But from the citations given by Lam (op. cit. VII, p. 71, 
and VIII p. 402) one notes that it is not so rare in the 
Peninsula, and that it also occurs in Sumatra. 

In working out the sapotaceous plants for his Flora, 
Ridley was not able to see the type specimen of P. stellatum , 
and so he borrowed the specific description for the Flora 
from the original description in the Materials (Ridley, l.c. 
p. 277). He had, however, with him unnamed material 
of this species, which he used to found his Bassia Watsoni 
(l.c. p. 267). He does not cite the numbers of the type 
specimens, but thanks to Mr. Burkill who has looked them 
up at Kew, we know that the type specimens of Bassia 
Watsoni , Ridley, are C. F. nos. 869 and 2755, both of which 
numbers are represented in the Singapore herbarium. An 
examination of this material leaves no doubt that it is 
Palaquium stellatum , King and Gamble, though the leaves 
resemble somewhat of the Bassia group. The calyx 
is distinctly of six sepals, and Ridley himself had 
noted correctly that the outer whorl consists of three 
sepals, whereas the Bassia (Madhuca) species have two 
sepals in the outer whorl of the calyx. The cotype 
specimens of Bassia Watsoni in the Singapore herbarium 
closely agree with the type specimen of Palaquium stellatum 
and with its description as corrected by Lam. 

While working on the sapotaceous plants in Malaysia, 
Lam (op. cit) could not see any authentically named specimen 
of Bassia Watsoni. But considering that the generic name 
Madhuca , GMELIN, is the only valid name for the Bassia, 
KOENIG, the word Bassia being preoccupied by ALLIONI 
for a group of Chenopodiaceae, he renamed B. Watsoni , 
Ridley as Madhuca Watsoni with a note indicating his 
doubts of its being a true Madhuca (op. cit. VII, p. 179). 
Later on he had with him a specimen collected by Watson at 
Baloh Reserve, numbered C. F. 2755, which he determined 


